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II. Scholarship
1. Mary Daly, Beyond God the Father, pg. 13
The biblical and popular image of God as a great patriarch in heaven, rewarding and punishing
according to his mysterious and seemingly arbitrary will, has dominated the imagination of
millions over thousands of years. The symbol of the Father God, spawned in the human
imagination and sustained as plausible by patriarchy, has in turn rendered service to this type
of society by making its mechanisms for the oppression of women appear right and fitting. If
God in "his" heaven is a father ruling "his" people, then it is in the "nature'' of things and
according to divine plan and the order of the universe that society be maledominated.

2. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, The Women’s Bible, 1895
If language has any meaning, we have in these texts a plain declaration of the existence of a
feminine element in the Godhead, equal with the masculine. The heavenly Mother and Father!

3. David Biale, History of Religions, Vol. 21, No. 3 (Feb., 1982), pp. 240-256
Albright argued in 1935 that the "primative" meaning of the Akkadian shadu is "breast." The
root then came to mean mountain. Now, there is no apparent reason for assuming that one
meaning of shadu is primitive and the other "secondary." They could certainly have coexisted.
In fact, it appears that the biblical author may well have associated breasts with mountains, for
the "blessings of breasts and womb" of Genesis 49 are immediately followed by "blessings of
ancient mountains; bounty of everlasting hills" (verse 26). It is, however, unimportant whether
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or not this refers to some unidentified cosmic mountain, as Cross thinks, for the association
with breasts is the critical one here since it fits into the fertility context. In any event, if the
name has an Akkadian provenance, breasts would not contradict its original context. But
perhaps a better place to search for a cognate would not be in Akkadian, but in Egyptian,
where shdi is a verb meaning "to suckle."

4. Bruce K. Waltke and M. O’Connor, An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax
The… forms for God are masculine and the representations of God are mostly masculine.
Although God does use a comparison to a woman in childbirth, nonetheless there is a strong
scholarly consensus that God is regarded as nonsexual. If sex must be applied to Israel’s deity,
it would be monosex, and this is either an incompleteness or a contradiction in terms.

5. Depatriarchalizing in Biblical Interpretation, Phyllis Trible, 1973

6. Trible, Ibid.
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