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I.   Famous Rashi on Shmot 24:7

, וַּיְִקָרא ְּבָאְזנֵיֵסֶפר ַהְּבִרית  וַּיִַּקחז
ָהָעם; וַּיֹאְמרּו, ּכֹל ֲאֶׁשר-ִּדֶּבר יְהוָה

.ַנֲעֶׂשה וְִנְׁשָמע

7 And he took the book of the
covenant, and read in the hearing
of the people; and they said: 'All
that the LORD hath spoken will
we do, and obey.'

  וַּיִַּקח מֶֹׁשה ֶאת-ַהָּדם, וַּיְִזרֹקח
ִהֵּנה ַדם-ַהְּבִריתַעל-ָהָעם; וַּיֹאֶמר,

ַעלֲאֶׁשר ָּכַרת יְהוָה ִעָּמֶכם
ָּכל-ַהְּדָבִרים, ָהֵאֶּלה.

8 And Moses took the blood, and
sprinkled it on the people, and
said: 'Behold the blood of the
covenant, which the LORD hath
made with you in agreement with
all these words.'

Rashi’s commentary: (also Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 19:10:2).

במרה. – מבראשית עד מתן תורה, ומצות שנצטווספר הברית (ז)

הבריתספר THE BOOK OF THE COVENANT – from בראשית till the "Giving of the Torah"
and the Commandments that were given to them at Marah

Discussion:

Even though books of the Bible carry eternal meaning, they
were first given at a specific time period – What we need to
consider:

How much do we need to take into consideration the original
audience of each book, and relate that to the purpose and
nature of its composition and message.

We posit – Sefer Breishit, despite its eternal meaning for all
generations, was written first and foremost  for the
generation that had just been redeemed from Egypt – as they
need to know their roots, why they were chosen, why they



went thru oppression and redemption and why they are
embarking on a journey to Canaan, etc.

II. Methodology,  Chumash book to study, not read

Hence – objective analysis followed by subjective interpretation

● Assuming Divine authorship with purpose-
● Given at time of Matan Torah – with eternal message

Examples of how it affects how we read:

A. Did we keep shabbat b/c Hashem created in 7 days,

Or did God create in 7 days,  to give meaning to shabbat

B.  Giving meaning to existing concept of “korbanot”

BEFORE & AFTER THE FLOOD –

ִּכי ַרָּבה ָרַעתיְהוָה,  וַּיְַראה
וְָכל-יֵֶצרָהָאָדם ָּבָאֶרץ,

ַמְחְׁשבֹת ִלּבֹו, ַרק ַרע
ָּכל-ַהּיֹום.

5 And the LORD saw that the
wickedness of man was great in
the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually.

, ִּכי-ָעָׂשהוִַּיָּנֶחם יְהוָה  ו
ָּבָאֶרץ; וַּיְִתַעֵּצב,ָהָאָדםֶאת-

ֶאל-ִלּבֹו.

6 And it repented the LORD that
He had made man on the earth,
and it grieved Him at His heart.

, ֶאְמֶחהוַּיֹאֶמר יְהוָה  ז
ֶאת-ָהָאָדם ֲאֶׁשר-ָּבָראִתי ֵמַעל

ֵמָאָדםְּפנֵי ָהֲאָדָמה,
, ַעד-ֶרֶמׂשַעד-ְּבֵהָמה

וְַעד-עֹוף ַהָּׁשָמיִם:  ִּכי נִַחְמִּתי,
ִּכי ֲעִׂשיִתם.

7 And the LORD said: 'I will blot
out man whom I have created from
the face of the earth; both man,
and beast, and creeping thing, and
fowl of the air; for it repenteth Me
that I have made them.'

AFTER THE FLOOD



20And Noah built an altar to the Lord, and he
took of all the clean animals and of all the clean
fowl and brought up burnt offerings on the altar.

 
חכ ה וַּיִַּק֞ יהָֹו֑ ַח ַלֽ ַח ִמְזֵּב֖ ֹ֛ ֶבן נ ל |וִַּי֥ ֹ֣ ִמּכ

ה ּוִמּכֹל֙ ָה֣עֹוף ה ַהְּטהָֹר֗ ַהְּבֵהָמ֣
:וַַּיַ֥על עֹ֖�ת ַּבִּמְזֵּבַֽחַהָּט֔הֹור

21And the Lord smelled the pleasant aroma, and
the Lord said to Himself, "I will no longer curse
the earth because of man, for the imagination of
man's heart is evil from his youth, and I will no
longer smite all living things as I have done.  

ַח֒כא ֹ֒ יַח ַהִּניח וַָּיַ֣רח יְהֹוָ֘ה ֶאת־ֵר֣
ה ָ֜ אֶמר יְהֹו ֹ֨ ףֶאל־ִלּ֗בֹווַּי ִס֠ ֹ֠ ֣�א א

ל ֤עֹוד ֶאת־ָהֲֽאָדָמ֙ה ַּבֲֽע֣בּור ְלַקֵּל֨
ם םָהָֽאָד֔ ב ָהָֽאָד֛ י ֵיֶ֣צר ֵל֧ ִּכ֠

יו ע ִמְּנֻעָר֑ ף ֛עֹודַר֖ וְֽ�א־אִֹס֥
יִתי:ְלַהּ֥כֹות ר ָעִׂשֽ י ַּכֲֽאֶׁש֥ ֶאת־ָּכל־ַח֖

It explains the concept of יַח ַח֒־ֵר֣ ֹ֒ ַהִּניח

THE KORBAN TAMID

The Lord spoke to: Moses, saying: ר:א  ֹֽ ה ֵּלאמ ה ֶאל־מֶׂש֥ ר יְהָֹו֖ וַיְַדֵּב֥

2Command the children of Israel and say to
them: My offering, My food for My fire
offerings, a spirit of satisfaction for Me, you
shall take care to offer to Me at its appointed
time.

 

םב ַמְרָּת֖ ֲאֵלֶה֑ ל וְָאֽ י יְִׂשָרֵא֔ ו ֶאת־ְּבֵנ֣ ַצ֚

י י ַלְחִמ֜ ֶאת־ָקְרָּבִנ֨
י יַח ִנֽיחִֹח֔ י ֵר֚ ְלִאַּׁש֗

י ְּבֽמֹוֲעֽדֹו: יב ִל֖ ִּתְׁשְמ֕רּו ְלַהְקִר֥

3And you shall say to them: This is the fire
offering which you shall offer to the Lord: two
unblemished lambs in their first year each
day as a continual burnt offering.

 

רג ה ֲאֶׁש֥ ה ָהִֽאֶּׁש֔ ם ֶז֚ ַמְרָּת֣ ָלֶה֔ וְָאֽ
ה יהָֹו֑ יבּו ַלֽ יםַּתְקִר֖ ְּכָבִׂש֨

ם ְׁשַנ֥יִם ְּבֵנֽי־ָׁשָנ֧ה ְתִמיִמ֛
ה ָתִמֽיד ַלּ֖יֹום עָֹל֥

C. The Flood, a story about Noah or a story about Moses

. The obvious & unique parallels between Noah & Moses

1. The word תיבה (ark) / see Br. 6:14, 18 ; Shmot 2:3-5

2. הְּבֵעינֵיֵחןָמָצא
Finding 'favor' in God's eyes / Br. 6:8 ; Shmot 33:17

3.  Forty days and forty nights / Br. 7:4, 12   ; Shmot 24:18

4.  Seven days before the forty days  Br. 7:4; Shmot 24:16

5.  120 years – life of man  - Br. 6:3  / Dvarim 34:7

6.   Destroying everyone else, and saving only you / Br. 7:1-4 Shmot 32:10

7. Sin of corruption ָהָאֶרץַוִּתָּׁשֵחת  , compare Br. 6:11 / Shmot 32:7

8.  A Covenant – re-defining a relationship with God

D.  Discussion – concept of ‘platform’
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Using know traditions to introduce a new theology!

.e.g.  Creation myths, Flood stories, law codes etc.

E. Tracing the concept of “brit”

From Flood to Abraham to Har Sinai

8And God said to Noah and to his sons with him,
saying:  

ַח וְֶאל־ָּבנָ֥יו ִאּ֖תֹוח ֹ֔ אֶמר ֱא�ִהי֙ם ֶאל־נ ֹ֤ וַּי
ר: ֹֽ ֵלאמ

9"And I, behold I am setting up My covenant with you
and with your seed after you.  

י ִאְּתֶכ֑םט ים ֶאת־ְּבִריִת֖ י ִהְֽנִנ֥י ֵמִק֛ וֲַאִנ֕
ֲחֵריֶכֽם: ם ַאֽ וְֶאת־ַזְרֲעֶכ֖

10And with every living creature that is with you,
among the fowl, among the cattle, and among all the
beasts of the earth with you, of all those who came out
of the ark, of all the living creatures of the earth.

 
םי ר ִאְּתֶכ֔ ֶפׁש ַהַֽחּיָ֙ה ֲאֶׁש֣ ת ָּכל־ֶנ֤ ָּב֧עֹוףוְֵא֨

ם ִמּכֹל֙ ֶרץ ִאְּתֶכ֑ ה ּוְבָכל־ַחַּי֥ת ָהָא֖ ַּבְּבֵהָמ֛
ֶרץ: ל ַחַּי֥ת ָהָאֽ ֹ֖ ה ְלכ י ַהֵּתָב֔ יְֹֽצֵא֣

11And I will establish My covenant with you, and never
again will all flesh be cut off by the flood waters, and
there will never again be a flood to destroy the earth."  

םיא י ֶאת־ְּבִריִת֙י ִאְּתֶכ֔ תַוֲֽהִקֽמִֹת֤ וְֽ�א־יִָּכֵר֧
י ַהַּמּ֑בּול ר ֖עֹוד ִמֵּמ֣ ֛עֹודוְ�א־ִיְֽהֶי֥הָּכל־ָּבָׂש֛

ת ָהָאֶֽרץ: ַמּ֖בּול ְלַׁשֵח֥
12And God said: "This is the sign of the covenant,
which I am placing between Me and between you, and
between every living soul that is with you, for
everlasting generations.

 
יםיב אֶמר ֱא�ִה֗ ֹ֣ את ֽאֹות־ַהְּבִרי֙תוַּי ֹ֤ ז

ן י נֵֹת֗ םֲאֶׁשר־ֲאִנ֣ יֵניֶכ֔ יןֵּביִנ֙י ּוֵב֣ ָּכל־ֶנֶ֥פׁשּוֵב֛
ם ר ִאְּתֶכ֑ ה ֲאֶׁש֣ ת עֹוָלֽםַחָּי֖ ֹ֖ :ְלדֹר

13My rainbow I have placed in the cloud, and it shall
be for a sign of a covenant between Myself and the
earth.

 
ן וְָהֽיְָת֙היג ִּתי ֶּבָֽעָנ֑ י נַָת֖ ְל֣אֹותֶאת־ַקְׁשִּת֕

ֶרץ: ין ָהָאֽ י ּוֵב֥ ית ֵּביִנ֖ ְּבִר֔
14And it shall come to pass, when I cause clouds to
come upon the earth, that the rainbow will appear in
the cloud.

 
היד ֶרץ וְנְִרֲאָת֥ ן ַעל־ָהָא֑ נְִנ֥י ָעָנ֖ ה ְּבַעֽ וְָהיָ֕

ֶׁשת ֶּבָֽעָנֽן: ַהֶּק֖
15And I will remember My covenant, which is between
Me and between you and between every living
creature among all flesh, and the water will no longer
become a flood to destroy all flesh.

 
יטו םוְָזַֽכְרִּת֣ יֵניֶכ֔ ר ֵּביִנ֙י ּוֵב֣ י ֲאֶׁש֤ ֶאת־ְּבִריִת֗

ה ר וְ�א־ִיְֽהיֶ֨ ה ְּבָכל־ָּבָׂש֑ ין ָּכל־ֶנֶ֥פׁש ַחָּי֖ ּוֵב֛
ר: ת ָּכל־ָּבָׂשֽ יִ֙ם ְלַמּ֔בּול ְלַׁשֵח֖ ֤עֹוד ַהַּמ֨

16And the rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will see
it, to remember the everlasting covenant between God
and between every living creature among all flesh,
which is on the earth."

 
יָהטז ן ּוְרִאיִת֗ ֶׁשת ֶּבָֽעָנ֑ ה ַהֶּק֖ ִלְזּכֹ֙רוְָהֽיְָת֥

ם ית עֹוָל֔ ים ּוֵבי֙ן ָּכל־ֶנֶ֣פׁשְּבִר֣ ין ֱא�ִה֔ ֵּב֣
ֶרץ: ר ַעל־ָהָאֽ ר ֲאֶׁש֥ ה ְּבָכל־ָּבָׂש֖ ַחּיָ֔

17And God said to Noah: "This is the sign of the
covenant that I have set up, between Myself and
between all flesh that is on the earth."  

ַחיז ֹ֑ ים ֶאל־נ אֶמר ֱא�ִה֖ ֹ֥ אתוַּי ֹ֤ ז
ין י ּוֵב֥ ִתי ֵּביִנ֕ ֹ֔ ר ֲהִקמ ֽאֹות־ַהְּבִרי֙ת ֲאֶׁש֣

ר ַעל־ָהָאֶֽרץ: ר ֲאֶׁש֥ ָּכל־ָּבָׂש֖
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Next we examine “brit milah” – noting the numerous and
obvious textual parallels

Afterward, suggest thematic meaning.

BREISHIT chap 17 - the next time ELOKIM speaks to man!

1And Abram was ninety-nine years old, and God
appeared to Abram, and He said to him, "I am the
Almighty God; walk before Me and be perfect.  

ַׁשעא ה וְֵת֣ ים ָׁשָנ֖ ם ֶּבן־ִּתְׁשִע֥ י ַאְבָר֔ יםוַיְִה֣ ָׁשִנ֑
אֶמר ֵאָלי֙ו ֹ֤ ם וַּי ה ֶאל־ַאְבָר֗ ָ֜ א יְהֹו לוַּיֵָר֨ ֲאִני־ֵא֣

י � ְלָפַנ֖י ֶוְֽהֵי֥ה ָתִמֽים:ַׁשַּד֔ ִהְתַהֵּל֥
2And I will place My covenant between Me and
between you, and I will multiply you very greatly." י ֵּביִנ֣י ּוֵביֶנ֑�וְֶאְּתָנ֥הב  הְבִריִת֖ ֽאֹוְת֖�וְַאְרֶּב֥

ד: ֹֽ ד ְמא ֹ֥ ִּבְמא
3And Abram fell upon his face, and God spoke
with him, saying, רג  יו וַיְַדֵּב֥ ם ַעל־ָּפָנ֑ ל ַאְבָר֖ ֹ֥ יםִאּ֛תֹווַּיִּפ ֱא�ִה֖

ר ֹֽ ֵלאמ
4"As for Me, behold My covenant is with you, and
you shall become the father of a multitude of
nations.

�ד  י ִאָּת֑ י ִהֵּנ֥ה ְבִריִת֖ בֲאנִ֕ יָת ְלַא֖ :ֲה֥מֹון ּגֹוִיֽםוְָהיִ֕

5And your name shall no longer be called Abram,
but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made
you the father of a multitude of nations.

הה  ם וְָהָי֤ א ֛עֹוד ֶאת־ִׁשְמ֖� ַאְבָר֑ ִׁשְמ֙�וְֽ�א־יִָּקֵר֥
ם נְַתִּתֽי�: י ַאב־ֲה֥מֹון ּגֹוִי֖ ם ִּכ֛ ַאְבָרָה֔

6And I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I
will make you into nations, and kings will emerge
from you.

דו  ֹ֔ ד ְמא ֹ֣ ְת֙� ִּבְמא ֹֽ י א י�וְִהְפֵרִת֤ םּונְַתִּת֖ ְלגֹוִי֑
ים ִמְּמ֥� יֵֵצֽאּו: ּוְמָלִכ֖

7And I will establish My covenant between Me
and between you and between your seed after
you throughout their generations as an
everlasting covenant, to be to you for a God and
to your seed after you.

 

�ז י ֵּביִנ֣י ּוֵביֶנ֗ י ֶאת־ְּבִריִת֜ ין ַזְרֲע֧�ַוֲֽהִקֽמִֹת֨ ּוֵב֨
ם רָֹת֖ ֹֽ י� ְלד ֲחֶר֛ םַאֽ ית עֹוָל֑ ִלְבִר֣

ים י�:ִלְֽה֤יֹות ְל֙� ֵלֽא�ִה֔ ֲחֶרֽ ּוְלַזְרֲע֖� ַאֽ

8And I will give you and your seed after you the
land of your sojournings, the entire land of
Canaan for an everlasting possession, and I will
be to them for a God."

 
ת |ח י� ֵא֣ ֲחֶר֜ ֠� ּוְלַזְרֲע֨� ַאֽ י ְל֠ י�וְָנַֽתִּת֣ ֶרץ ְמֻגֶר֗ ֶא֣

ם ַען ַלֲֽאֻחַּז֖ת עֹוָל֑ ֶרץ ְּכַנ֔ ת ָּכל־ֶא֣ יִתיֵא֚ םוְָהִי֥ ָלֶה֖
ֵלֽא�ִהֽים:

9And God said to Abraham, "And you shall keep
My covenant, you and your seed after you
throughout their generations.

יט  ה ֶאת־ְּבִריִת֣ ם וְַאָּת֖ אֶמר ֱא�ִהי֙ם ֶאל־ַאְבָרָה֔ ֹ֤ וַּי
רָֹתֽם: ֹֽ י� ְלד ֲחֶר֖ ה וְַזְרֲע֥� ַאֽ ר ַאָּת֛ ֹ֑ ִתְׁשמ

10This is My covenant, which you shall observe
between Me and between you and between your
seed after you, that every male among you be
circumcised.

 
םי ינֵיֶכ֔ ר ִּתְׁשְמ֗רּו ֵּבינִ֙י ּוֵב֣ י ֲאֶׁש֣ את ְּבִריִת֞ ֹ֣ יןז ּוֵב֥

ם ָּכל־ָזָכֽר: י� ִהּ֥מֹול ָלֶכ֖ ֲחֶר֑ ַזְרֲע֖� ַאֽ

11And you shall circumcise the flesh of your
foreskin, and it shall be as the sign of a covenant
between Me and between you.  

םיא ר ָעְרַלְתֶכ֑ ת ְּבַׂש֣ ם ֵא֖ ְל֣אֹותוְָהיָ֙הּונְַמְלֶּת֕
ית ֵּביִנ֖י ּוֵבֽיֵניֶכֽם: ְּבִר֔
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Theme of יםְל֙�ִלְֽה֤יֹות ֵלֽא�ִה֔

See also  Vayikra  11:45, 22:33, 25:38

Bamidbar 15:41   /  Devarim 26:17  & 6:20-25



F. Theme of “shem Hashem”

Method From LIST to OUTLINE to THEME

List:

Creation ------establishing one Creator of nature & man

Gan Eden

Cain & Hevel                                     All Civilization – Hashem upset

FLOOD and reacts to man’s deeds

Tower of Babel

Abraham stories

Yitzchak stories                                    Hashem chooses a Nation

Yaakov stories

Yosef & Bros. stories..

Note how each section introduced by TOLADOT

OUTLINE

I. CREATION

II.  Divine retribution/  Providence = f(man’s deeds)

III. The story of HOW (and why?) God starts a Nation

Suggestion for thematic purpose:

Why WE are chosen vs WHY we are chosen

& connection between Universalism & Judaism

Ramban on 12:8 ‘ הבשםויקרא '

לפני המזבחקורא בקול גדול שם,- שהיהוהנכון
- מודיע אותו ואלהותו לבני אדם.את שם ה'


