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Questions as Prayer in Sefer Tehillim
Shalom E. Holtz

(texts from sefaria.org)

I. Questions in Psalms
A. Psalms 22:1-8

(1) For the leader; on ayyeleth ha-shaḥar.-a A
psalm of David.
(2) My God, my God,
why have You abandoned me;
why so far from delivering me
and from my anguished roaring?
(3) My God,
I cry by day—You answer not;
by night, and have no respite.
 
(4) But You are the Holy One,
enthroned,
the Praise of Israel.-b

 
(5) In You our fathers trusted;
they trusted, and You rescued them.
(6) To You they cried out
and they escaped;
in You they trusted
and were not disappointed.
 
(7) But I am a worm, less than human;
scorned by men, despised by people.
 
(8) All who see me mock me;
they curl their lips,-c

they shake their heads.
 
 

תהילים כ״ב:א׳-ח׳

ַ֗חר ִמְזמֹ֥ור ַ ַח ַעל־ַאּיֶֶ֥לת ַהׁשּ (א) ַלְ֭מַנּצֵ
ְלָדִוֽד׃

ִ֑ני ָרחֹ֥וק (ב) ֵאִל֣י ֵאִ֭לי ָלָמ֣ה ֲעַזְבּתָ
ֲאָגִתֽי׃ ְבֵר֥י ׁשַ ִמֽ֝יׁשוָּעִת֗י ּדִ

(ג) ֱאֽלַֹק֗י ֶאְקָר֣א יֹ֭וָמם ְולֹ֣א ַתֲעֶנ֑ה
ְיָלה ְוֽלֹא־ֻדִֽמּיָ֥ה ִלֽי׃ ְוַ֝ל֗

ִהּלֹ֥ות ֗ב ּתְ ֥ה ָקדֹ֑וׁש יֹ֝וׁשֵ (ד) ְוַאּתָ
ָרֵאֽל׃ ִיׂשְ

ְ֝טח֗וּ ְטח֣וּ ֲאבֵֹת֑ינוּ ּבָ ָ֭ך ּבָ (ה) ּבְ
ֵטֽמֹו׃ ַפּלְ ַוּֽתְ

ָך֖ ָבְטח֣וּ (ו) ֵאֶל֣יָך ָזֲעק֣וּ ְוִנְמָל֑טוּ ּבְ
ְולֹא־בֹֽוׁשוּ׃

֥ת (ז) ְוָאנִֹכ֣י תֹוַלַ֣עת ְולֹא־ִא֑יׁש ֶחְרּפַ
ם וְּבז֥וּי ָעֽם׃ ָאָ֝ד֗

ָפ֗ה (ח) ּכׇל־רַֹ֭אי ַיְלִע֣גוּ ִל֑י ַיְפִט֥ירוּ ְבׂ֝שָ
יִָנ֥יעוּ רֹֽאׁש׃

https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.22.1-8
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.22.1-8
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B. Psalms 44:18-27

(18) All this has come upon us,
yet we have not forgotten You,
or been false to Your covenant.
(19) Our hearts have not gone astray,
nor have our feet swerved from Your path,
(20) though You cast us, crushed, to where
the sea monster-b is,
and covered us over with deepest
darkness.
(21) If we forgot the name of our God
and spread forth our hands to a foreign
god,
(22) God would surely search it out,
for He knows the secrets of the heart.
(23) It is for Your sake that we are slain all
day long,
that we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.
(24) Rouse Yourself; why do You sleep, O
Lord?
Awaken, do not reject us forever!
(25) Why do You hide Your face,
ignoring our af�iction and distress?
(26) We lie prostrate in the dust;
our body clings to the ground.
(27) Arise and help us,
redeem us, as be�ts Your faithfulness.

תהילים מ״ד:י״ח-כ״ז

ַכֲחנ֑וָּך ַ֭אְתנוּ ְולֹ֣א ׁשְ (יח) ּכׇל־זֹ֣את ּבָ
ְבִריֶתָֽך׃ ְרנוּ ּבִ ַּ֝ק֗ ְולֹֽא־ׁשִ

֥ט ֑נוּ ַוּתֵ (יט) לֹא־נָסֹ֣וג ָאחֹ֣ור ִלּבֵ
֥י ׇאְרֶחָֽך׃ ֵר֗ינוּ ִמּנִ ֲאׁשֻ

ַכ֖ס ֑ים ַוּתְ ּנִ ְמקֹ֣ום ּתַ יָתנוּ ּבִ ֣י ִדּ֭כִ (כ) ּכִ
ָעֵל֣ינוּ ְבַצְלָמֶֽות׃

֣ם ֱאלֵֹק֑ינוּ ַ֭כְחנוּ ׁשֵ (כא) ִאם־ׁשָ
ינוּ ְלֵא֣ל ָזֽר׃ ֵּ֝פ֗ ְפרֹׂ֥ש ּכַ ַוּנִ

(כב) ֲהלֹ֣א ֱא֭לִֹקים ַיֲחׇקר־זֹ֑את
ֲעֻלמֹ֥ות ֵלֽב׃ ַע ּתַ ֵֹ֝ד֗ י־ה֥וּא י ּכִ

ֽי־ָעֶ֭ליָך הַֹרְ֣גנוּ ׇכל־ַהּיֹ֑ום (כג) ּכִ
צֹ֣אן ִטְבָחֽה׃ ְ֗בנוּ ּכְ ֶנְ֝חׁשַ

֥ן ׀(כד) ע֤וָּרה  ה ִתיׁשַ אדושם׀ָלּ֖מָ
ְזַנ֥ח ָלֶנַֽצח׃ יָצה ַאל־ּתִ ָהִ֝ק֗

֖ח ּכַ ׁשְ ֑יר ּתִ ה־ָפֶנ֥יָך ַתְסּתִ (כה) ָלּֽמָ
ׇעְניֵ֣נוּ ְוַֽלֲחֵצֽנוּ׃

ְבָק֖ה ֑נוּ ּדָ ָ֣חה ֶלָעָפ֣ר ַנְפׁשֵ ֤י ׁשָ (כו) ּכִ
ְטֵנֽנוּ׃ ָלָאֶ֣רץ ּבִ

֑נוּ וְּ֝פֵד֗נוּ (כז) ק֭וָּמֽה ֶעְזָרָ֣תה ּלָ
ָֽך׃ {פ} ְלַמַ֣ען ַחְסּדֶ

Other examples from Psalms: 6:4; 60:12 (//108:12); 74:1;79:1-5; 80:5-14

https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.44.18-27
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.44.18-27
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II. Questions to God

C. Jeremiah 12:1-3

(1) You will win, O LORD, if I make claim
against You,
Yet I shall present charges against You:
Why does the way of the wicked prosper?
Why are the workers of treachery at ease?
(2) You have planted them, and they have
taken root,
They spread, they even bear fruit.
You are present in their mouths,
But far from their thoughts. (3) Yet You,
LORD, have noted and observed me;
You have tested my heart, and found it
with You.
Drive them out like sheep to the slaughter,
Prepare them for the day of slaying!

ירמיהו י״ב:א׳-ג׳

ִטים֙ ּפָ יב ֵאֶל֑יָך ַאְ֤ך ִמׁשְ ֥י ָאִר֖ ה֙ ה' ּכִ ֤יק ַאּתָ (א) ַצּדִ
ְגֵדי ֹ֥ ל֖וּ ּכׇל־ּב ָחה ׁשָ ִעים֙ ָצֵל֔ ֶ֤רְך ְרׁשָ ֣ר אָֹתְ֔ך ַמּד֗וַּע ּדֶ ֲאַדּבֵ

ִרי ׁשוּ יְֵלכ֖וּ ּגַם־ָעׂ֣שוּ ֶפ֑ ם֙ ּגַם־ׁשָֹר֔ ָבֶֽגד׃ (ב) ְנַטְעּתָ
֤ה ְליֹוֵתיֶהֽם׃ (ג) ְוַאּתָ ִפיֶה֔ם ְוָרחֹ֖וק ִמּכִ ה֙ ּבְ ָקרֹ֤וב ַאּתָ

צֹ֣אן ֵקם֙ ּכְ ְך ַהּתִ ֑ י ִאּתָ ֖ ֥ ִלּבִ ְרֵאִ֕ני וָּבַחְנּתָ ִ֔ני ּתִ ה' ְיַדְעּתָ
ם ְליֹ֥ום ֲהֵרָגֽה׃ {פ} ֖ ׁשֵ ְלִטְבָח֔ה ְוַהְקּדִ

D. Exodus 32:11-13

(11) But Moses implored the Lord his God,
saying, "Why, Oh Lord', shall Your anger
blaze forth against Your people, whom You
delivered from the land of Egypt with
great power and with a mighty hand. (12)
Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was
with evil intent that he delivered them,
only to kill them off in the mountains and
annihilate them from the face of the
earth.’ Turn from Your blazing anger, and
relent from the evil against Your people.
(13) Remember Your servants, Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, how You swore to them
by Your self and said to them: I will make
your offspring as numerous as the stars of
heaven, and I will give to your offspring
this whole land of which I spoke, to
possess forever.”

שמות ל״ב:י״א-י״ג

ֵנ֖י ה' ֱאלָֹק֑יו ַוּיֹ֗אֶמר ֔ה ֶאת־ּפְ (יא) ַוְיַח֣ל מֹׁשֶ
֤ר הֹוֵצ֙אָת֙ ָ֔ך ֲאׁשֶ ַעּמֶ ָך֙ ּבְ ָלָמ֤ה ה' יֱֶחֶר֤ה ַאּפְ

כַֹ֥ח ּגָדֹ֖ול וְּביָ֥ד ֲחָזָקֽה׃ (יב) ֵמֶאֶ֣רץ ִמְצַרִ֔ים ּבְ
ָרָע֤ה הֹֽוִציָאם֙ ה֩ יֹאְמר֨וּ ִמְצַרִ֜ים ֵלאמֹ֗ר ּבְ ָלּ֩מָ

ֵנ֣י ָֽהִר֔ים וְּ֨לַכּלָֹת֔ם ֵמַע֖ל ּפְ ַלֲהרֹ֤ג אָֹתם֙ ּבֶ
ָ֔ך ְוִהּנֵָח֥ם ַעל־ָהָרָע֖ה ָהֲֽאָדָמ֑ה ׁש֚וּב ֵמֲחרֹ֣ון ַאּפֶ
ָרֵא֜ל ָֽך׃ (יג) ְזכֹ֡ר ְלַאְבָרָהם֩ ְלִיְצָח֨ק וְּלִיׂשְ ְלַעּמֶ
֣ר ֲאֵלֶה֔ם ַדּבֵ ְך֒ ַוּתְ ְ֣עּתָ ָלֶהם֮ ּבָ ּבַ ֨ר ִנׁשְ ֲעָבֶד֗יָך ֲאׁשֶ

ָמִ֑ים ָ כֹוְכֵב֖י ַהׁשּ ה֙ ֶאֽת־ַזְרֲעֶכ֔ם ּכְ ַאְרּבֶ
ן֙ י ֶאּתֵ ֣ר ָאַמְ֗רּתִ ְוׇכל־ָהָאֶ֨רץ ַהזֹּ֜את ֲאׁשֶ

ְלַזְרֲעֶכ֔ם ְוָנֲחל֖וּ ְלעָֹלֽם׃

https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.12.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.12.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.32.11-13
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.32.11-13
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III. Questions in Babylonian Trial Records

E. Lawsuit from Alalakh (Old Babylonian: early-mid 2nd millennium BCE)
(1–3) Concerning the estate of Ammurabi's wife, Abbael brought suit (dīnam igrēma) against
his sister, Bittatti.
(4) [Th]us [he (said)]: "The entire [house] is mine. Bit[ta]ti, you have no part in the house" (ūl
ballāti).
(5–12) [B]ittatti [(said) thus:] " . . . in the town of Suḫaruwa, [through] my [m]other I have a
part. [W]hy ([am]-mi-[nim]) do you seek (tuba))u) an extra share? I, with you (anāku ittīka),
together, we shall divide our father's estate!"
(13–14) They sued each other. They came before Niqmepa, the king.
(15–18) Before Niqmepa, Abiadu spoke his testimony (to the effect) that Bittatti had a share in
the property.
(19–24) The king (said) thus: "Abbael shall choose and take possession of the property he
wishes from the property. Bittatti shall take the property he rejects." This is what the king said.
(25–27) Gimil-Addu and Niwari-adu, the royal of�cials (?), were sent to divide the property.
(28–29) Abbael chose and took possession of the upper house with a loft.
(30–31) He gave the lower house to Bittatti, his sister.
(32–37) From this day, they shall not turn back, concerning Bittatti's property-share, nor raise
a claim—Abbael against Bittatti nor Bittatti against Abbael.
(38–41) Whoever raises a claim shall pay 500 shekels of gold to the palace, and shall forfeit his
share. (42–49) 9 Witnesses. Date.

F. Trial Record from Uruk (Neo-Babylonian: 6th century BCE)
Ibni-Nabû, an oblate of Ištar of Uruk . . . said thus to Nabû-mukīn-apli, the šatammu of the
Eanna . . . and the assembly of the mār banî:
"For the past ten years, Anu-šarra-uṣur, the of�cial in charge of the building wing, (illegally)
removed many things from the storehouse in my charge."
Nabû-mukīn-apli, šatammu of the Eanna, said thus to Ibni-Nabû:
"Why (minamma) did you not report (this) to the šatammu or the royal of�cial who was
appointed before me, and, after I was appointed, (why) did you not report (it)? Now,
whatever you see in his possession, bring and show us!"
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