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1. David French, “The Biblical and Natural Right of Self Defense”, National Review, 1/25/13
h�ps://www.nationalreview.com/corner/biblical-and-natural-right-self-defense-david-french/
… In Mosaic law, God obviously continued his mandate of the death penalty for murder…but
not for all killing. He specifically carved out an exception for the defense of one’s home: “If a
thief is found breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there shall be no bloodguilt for him . . .”
(Exodus 22:2).

… the morality of self-defense is not only presumed, the act of self-defense is permi�ed and
even mandated by key Biblical figures. This principle flows of course from a moral law that
reveres human life. It should be protected, not merely avenged. Nehemiah, when he was
rebuilding Jerusalem in the face of hatred (not in wartime, but when tribal neighbors were
seeking to carry out vigilante a�acks on Jews) instructed his people: “Do not be afraid of them.
Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your
daughters, your wives, and your homes.” (Nehemiah 4:14)…

It’s often-forgo�en that the climax of the Book of Esther involves the Jews gathering together in
an act of self-defense, where a despotic king was persuaded to allow them to fight against their
a�ackers: “The king allowed the Jews who were in every city to gather and defend their lives, to
destroy, to kill, and to annihilate any armed force of any people or province that might a�ack
them, children and women included, and to plunder their goods.” (Esther 8:11). The Jews then
“struck all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them, and did as they pleased
to those that hated them.” (Esther 9:5).

https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/biblical-and-natural-right-self-defense-david-french/


Weapons in Biblical Culture

2. Judges 3:31 שופטים פ"ג

After him came Shamgar son of Anath, who
slew six hundred Philistines with an ox-goad.
He too was a champion of Israel.

לא ְוַאֲחָריו ָהיָה ַׁשְמַּגר ֶּבן־ֲענָת ַוּיַ� ֶאת־ְּפִלְׁשִּתים
ֵׁשׁש־ֵמאֹות ִאיׁש ְּבַמְלַמד ַהָּבָקר ַוּיַֹׁשע ַּגם־הּוא

ֶאת־יְִׂשָרֵאל׃

3. Ibid. 5:6 שם פ"ה

In the days of Shamgar son of Anath, In the
days of Jael, caravans ceased, And wayfarers
went By roundabout paths.

ו ִּביֵמי ַׁשְמַּגר ֶּבן־ֲענָת ִּביֵמי יֵָעל ָחְדלּו ֳאָרחֹות
ְוהְֹלֵכי נְִתיבֹות יְֵלכּו ֳאָרחֹות ֲעַקְלַקּלֹות׃

1. Why does Shamgar use an ox goad rather than a sword? What was the level of safety for
civilians at that time?

2. What does Shamgar’s use of the ox goad suggest about the Torah’s values regarding
private ownership of weapons?

4. Ibid. ch. 14 שם פי"ד

5 So Samson and his father and mother went
down to Timnah. When he came to the
vineyards of Timnah [for the first time], a
full-grown lion came roaring at him.
6 The spirit of the LORD gripped him, and he
tore him asunder with his bare hands as one
might tear a kid asunder; but he did not tell
his father and mother what he had done.

ה ַוּיֵֶרד ִׁשְמׁשֹון ְוָאִביו ְוִאּמֹו ִּתְמנָָתה ַוּיָבֹאּו
ַעד־ַּכְרֵמי ִתְמנָָתה ְוִהּנֵה ְּכִפיר ֲאָריֹות ׁשֵֹאג

ִלְקָראתֹו׃
ו ַוִּתְצַלח ָעָליו רּוַח יְהָוה ַויְַׁשְּסֵעהּו ְּכַׁשַּסע ַהְּגִדי
ּוְמאּוָמה ֵאין ְּביָדֹו ְו�א ִהִּגיד ְלָאִביו ּוְלִאּמֹו ֵאת

ֲאֶׁשר ָעָׂשה׃

1. What is the significance of the emphasis in the text that Samson killed the lion with his
bare hands? What is the source of Samson’s success in self-defense?

5. 1 Samuel 13:19 שמואל א' פי"ג, י"ט

19 No smith was to be found in all the land of יט ְוָחָרׁש �א יִָּמֵצא ְּבכֹל ֶאֶרץ יְִׂשָרֵאל ִּכי־[ָאְמרּו]



Israel, for the Philistines were afraid that the
Hebrews would make swords or spears…
22 Thus on the day of the ba�le, no sword or
spear was to be found in the possession of
any of the troops with Saul and Jonathan;
only Saul and Jonathan had them.

(אמר) ְפִלְׁשִּתים ֶּפן יֲַעׂשּו ָהִעְבִרים ֶחֶרב אֹו
ֲחנִית…

כב ְוָהיָה ְּביֹום ִמְלֶחֶמת ְו�א נְִמָצא ֶחֶרב ַוֲחנִית ְּביַד
ׇּכל־ָהָעם ֲאֶׁשר ֶאת־ָׁשאּול ְוֶאת־יֹונָָתן ַוִּתָּמֵצא

ְלָׁשאּול ּוְליֹונָָתן ְּבנֹו׃

1. How does the fact that weapons were banned by the Philistines affect the way we read
the preceding sources?

Samuel 17 1 .6ש"א י"ז

לד ַוּיֹאֶמר ָּדִוד ֶאל־ָׁשאּול רֶֹעה ָהיָה ַעְבְּד� ְלָאִביו
ַּבּצֹאן ּוָבא ָהֲאִרי ְוֶאת־ַהּדֹוב ְונָָׂשא ֶׂשה ֵמָהֵעֶדר׃
לה ְויָָצאִתי ַאֲחָריו ְוִהִּכִתיו ְוִהַּצְלִּתי ִמִּפיו ַוּיָָקם

ָעַלי ְוֶהֱחזְַקִּתי ִּבזְָקנֹו ְוִהִּכִתיו ַוֲהִמיִּתיו…
לז ַוּיֹאֶמר ָּדִוד יְקָוק ֲאֶׁשר ִהִּצַלנִי ִמּיַד ָהֲאִרי ּוִמּיַד

ַהּדֹב הּוא יִַּציֵלנִי ִמּיַד ַהְּפִלְׁשִּתי ַהּזֶה…
לח ַוּיְַלֵּבׁש ָׁשאּול ֶאת־ָּדִוד ַמָּדיו ְונַָתן קֹוַבע נְחֶֹׁשת

ַעל־רֹאׁשֹו ַוּיְַלֵּבׁש אֹתֹו ִׁשְריֹון׃
לט ַוּיְַחּגֹר ָּדִוד ֶאת־ַחְרּבֹו ֵמַעל ְלַמָּדיו ַוּיֶֹאל ָלֶלֶכת
ִּכי �א־נִָּסה ַוּיֹאֶמר ָּדִוד ֶאל־ָׁשאּול �א אּוַכל ָלֶלֶכת

ָּבֵאֶּלה ִּכי �א נִִּסיִתי ַויְִסֵרם ָּדִוד ֵמָעָליו׃
מ ַוּיִַּקח ַמְקלֹו ְּביָדֹו ַוּיְִבַחר־לֹו ֲחִמָּׁשה

ַחֻּלֵקי־ֲאָבנִים ִמן־ַהּנַַחל ַוּיֶָׂשם אָֹתם ִּבְכִלי ָהרִֹעים
ֲאֶׁשר־לֹו ּוַבּיְַלקּוט ְוַקְּלעֹו ְביָדֹו ַוּיִַּגׁש

ֶאל־ַהְּפִלְׁשִּתי…
מג ַוּיֹאֶמר ַהְּפִלְׁשִּתי ֶאל־ָּדִוד ֲהֶכֶלב ָאנִֹכי ִּכי־ַאָּתה

ָבא־ֵאַלי ַּבַּמְקלֹות ַויְַקֵּלל ַהְּפִלְׁשִּתי ֶאת־ָּדִוד
ֵּבא�ָהיו…

מה ַוּיֹאֶמר ָּדִוד ֶאל־ַהְּפִלְׁשִּתי ַאָּתה ָּבא ֵאַלי ְּבֶחֶרב
ּוַבֲחנִית ּוְבִכידֹון ְוָאנִֹכי ָבא־ֵאֶלי� ְּבֵׁשם יְקָוק

ְצָבאֹות ֱא-�קי ַמַעְרכֹות יְִׂשָרֵאל ֲאֶׁשר ֵחַרְפָּת…

34 David replied to Saul, “Your servant has
been tending his father’s sheep, and if a lion or
a bear came and carried off an animal from the
flock,
35 I would go after it and fight it and rescue it
from its mouth. And if it a�acked me, I would
seize it by the beard and strike it down and kill
it…
37 The LORD,” David went on, “who saved
me from lion and bear will also save me from
that Philistine.”...
38 Saul clothed David in his own garment; he
placed a bronze helmet on his head and
fastened a breastplate on him.
39 David girded his sword over his garment.
Then he tried to walk; but he was not used to
it. And David said to Saul, “I cannot walk in
these, for I am not used to them.” So David
took them off.
40 He took his stick, picked a few smooth
stones from the wadi, put them in the pocket
of his shepherd’s bag and, sling in hand, he
went toward the Philistine…
43 And the Philistine called out to David, “Am
I a dog that you come against me with sticks?”
The Philistine cursed David by his gods…



מז ְויְֵדעּו ָּכל־ַהָּקָהל ַהּזֶה ִּכי־�א ְּבֶחֶרב ּוַבֲחנִית
יְהֹוִׁשיַע יְקָוק ִּכי ַליקָוק ַהִּמְלָחָמה ְונַָתן ֶאְתֶכם

ְּביֵָדנּו…
מט ַוּיְִׁשַלח ָּדִוד ֶאת־יָדֹו ֶאל־ַהֶּכִלי ַוּיִַּקח ִמָּׁשם ֶאֶבן
ַויְַקַּלע ַוּיַ� ֶאת־ַהְּפִלְׁשִּתי ֶאל־ִמְצחֹו ַוִּתְטַּבע ָהֶאֶבן

ְּבִמְצחֹו ַוּיִּפֹל ַעל־ָּפנָיו ָאְרָצה׃
נ ַוּיֱֶחזַק ָּדִוד ִמן־ַהְּפִלְׁשִּתי ַּבֶּקַלע ּוָבֶאֶבן ַוּיַ�
ֶאת־ַהְּפִלְׁשִּתי ַויְִמיֵתהּו ְוֶחֶרב ֵאין ְּביַד־ָּדִוד׃

45 David replied to the Philistine, “You come
against me with sword and spear and javelin;
but I come against you in the name of the
LORD of Hosts, the God of the ranks of Israel,
whom you have defied…
49 David put his hand into the bag; he took out
a stone and slung it. It struck the Philistine in
the forehead; the stone sank into his forehead,
and he fell face down on the ground.
50 Thus David bested the Philistine with sling
and stone; he struck him down and killed him.
David had no sword;

1. Which side of the argument does this story support? What are the arguments in both
directions?

2. How does it seem that David encounters the lion and the bear? What does he use to kill
them? Who gets the credit?

3. What is Goliath’s a�itude towards the sling? What is David’s a�itude? What is the
Tanakh’s a�itude? How does this relate to question 1 above?

Nehemia 4 .7נחמיה ד'

א ַויְִהי ַכֲאֶׁשר ָׁשַמע ַסנְַבַּלט ְוטֹוִבּיָה ְוָהַעְרִבים
ְוָהַעּמֹנִים ְוָהַאְׁשּדֹוִדים ִּכי־ָעְלָתה ֲארּוָכה

ְלחֹמֹות יְרּוָׁשַלִם ִּכי־ֵהֵחּלּו ַהְּפֻרִצים ְלִהָּסֵתם
ַוּיִַחר ָלֶהם ְמאֹד׃

ב ַוּיְִקְׁשרּו ֻכָּלם יְַחָּדו ָלבֹוא ְלִהָּלֵחם ִּבירּוָׁשָלִם
ְוַלֲעׂשֹות לֹו ּתֹוָעה׃

ג ַוּנְִתַּפֵּלל ֶאל־ֱא�ֵהינּו ַוּנֲַעִמיד ִמְׁשָמר ֲעֵליֶהם
יֹוָמם ָוַליְָלה ִמְּפנֵיֶהם׃

ד ַוּיֹאֶמר יְהּוָדה ָּכַׁשל ּכַֹח ַהַּסָּבל ְוֶהָעָפר ַהְרֵּבה
ַוֲאנְַחנּו �א נּוַכל ִלְבנֹות ַּבחֹוָמה׃

ה ַוּיֹאְמרּו ָצֵרינּו �א יְֵדעּו ְו�א יְִראּו ַעד
ֲאֶׁשר־נָבֹוא ֶאל־ּתֹוָכם ַוֲהַרגְנּום ְוִהְׁשַּבְתנּו

ֶאת־ַהְּמָלאָכה…

1 When Sanballat and Tobiah, and the Arabs, the
Ammonites, and the Ashdodites heard that
healing had come to the walls of Jerusalem, that
the breached parts had begun to be filled, it
angered them very much,
2 and they all conspired together to come and
fight against Jerusalem and to throw it into
confusion.
3 Because of them we prayed to our God, and set
up a watch over them day and night.
4 Judah was saying, “The strength of the
basket-carrier has failed, And there is so much
rubble; We are not able ourselves To rebuild the
wall.”



י ַויְִהי ִמן־ַהּיֹום ַההּוא ֲחִצי נְָעַרי עִֹׂשים
ַּבְּמָלאָכה ְוֶחְציָם ַמֲחזִיִקים ְוָהְרָמִחים ַהָּמגִּנִים
ְוַהְּקָׁשתֹות ְוַהִּׁשְריֹנִים ְוַהָּׂשִרים ַאֲחֵרי ָּכל־ֵּבית

יְהּוָדה׃
יא ַהּבֹונִים ַּבחֹוָמה ְוַהּנְֹׂשִאים ַּבֶּסֶבל עְֹמִׂשים

ְּבַאַחת יָדֹו עֶֹׂשה ַבְּמָלאָכה ְוַאַחת ַמֲחזֶֶקת
ַהָּׁשַלח׃

יב ְוַהּבֹונִים ִאיׁש ַחְרּבֹו ֲאסּוִרים ַעל־ָמְתנָיו
ּובֹונִים ְוַהּתֹוֵקַע ַּבּׁשֹוָפר ֶאְצִלי…

5 And our foes were saying, “Before they know or
see it, we shall be in among them and kill them,
and put a stop to the work.”…
10 From that day on, half my servants did work
and half held lances and shields, bows and armor.
And the officers stood behind the whole house of
Judah
11 who were rebuilding the wall. The
basket-carriers were burdened, doing work with
one hand while the other held a weapon.
12 As for the builders, each had his sword girded
at his side as he was building. The trumpeter
stood beside me.

1. Who are the people bearing arms in this story? When and why do they take them up?
2. Based on this story, what seem to be the conditions under which non-soldiers bear arms

in the Tanakh? How does this relate to French’s citation of this text in support of his
argument?

Our World and the Messianic World

Mishna Shabbat 6:4 .8משנה שבת פ"ו ה"ד

�א יֵֵצא ָהִאיׁש �א ְבַסיִף, ְו�א ְבֶקֶׁשת, ְו�א
ִבְתִריס, ְו�א ְבַאָּלה, ְו�א ְברַֹמח. ִאם יָָצא,
ַחּיָב ַחָּטאת. ַרִּבי ֱאִליֶעזֶר אֹוֵמר, ַּתְכִׁשיִטים

ֵהם לֹו. ַוֲחָכִמים אֹוְמִרים, ֵאינָן לו ֶאָּלא
ִלגְנַאי, ֶׁשּנֱֶאַמר (ישעיה ב) ְוִכְּתתּו

ַחְרבֹוָתם ְלִאִּתים ַוֲחנִיתֹוֵתיֶהם ְלַמזְֵמרֹות,
�א יִָּׂשא ּגֹוי ֶאל ּגֹוי ֶחֶרב ְו�א יְִלְמדּו עֹוד

ִמְלָחָמה.

A man may not go out with a sword, nor with a
bow, nor with a shield, nor with a round shield, nor
with a spear. If he has gone out [with any of these]
he is liable for a Cha�at. Rabbi Eliezer says: They are
ornaments for him. But the Sages say: They are
nothing but an indignity to him, for it is said, "They
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears unto pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more" (Isaiah 2:4).

1. According to Rabbi Eliezer, what does the aesthetic quality of weapons mean about the
reasons people carry them? How is this different from French’s argument above?

2. According to the Sages, what is the relationship between the Messianic age and the
present day. What is naive about their a�itude? What is deeply practical?

https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.2.4

